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LEONORA M. GARCIA

THE APPLAL
CORALINIL

THERE | WAS, A 9 YEAR OLD
FILLED WITH WONDER,
WHOSE EYES WERE FIXATED,
ON THE TELEVISION SCREEN
AS | WITNESSED THE
ENTHRALLING OPENING TO
THE MOST HORRIFIC AND
ENCHANTING FILM OF MY
CHILDHOOD.

CORALINE.

CORALINE IS AN ALLURING
DARK FANTASY FILM THAT
APPEALS TO AUDIENCES
THROUGH ITS NOSTALGIA
AND WONDERS, BEAUTIFUL
ATTRIBUTES OF THE “OTHER
WORLD” CORALINE VISITS,
AND ITS UNIQUE HORROR.

-

PRODUCED BY LAIKA STUDIOS AND DIRECTED BY HENRY SELICK, BASED ON NEIL GAIMAN'S TITULAR NOVEL,
CORALINE FOLLOWS THE ADVENTURES OF A CLEVER AND CURIOUS GIRL CORALINE JONES AS SHE MOVES INTO
THE PINK PALACE WITH HER WORK-ABSORBED PARENTS AND JOURNEYS THROUGH VIBRANT PARALLEL
DIMENSION OPPOSITE OF HER DREARY ONE. SHE DISCOVERS A PECULIAR DOOR- A PASSAGEWAY TO THE “OTHER
WORLD” AND THERE, CORALINE IS GREETED BY THE “OTHER MOTHER” WHO RESEMBLES HER MOTHER BUT WITH
BUTTONS FOR EYES. SHE IS A CREATURE KNOWN AS ‘THE BELDAM’ AND THE CREATOR OF THE OTHER WORLD
WHO INDULGES CORALINE'S DESIRES AS A FACADE FOR HER MALICIOUS INTENTIONS. CORALINE EVENTUALLY
REALIZES THE TRUE NATURE OF THE “OTHER WORLD” AND MAKES ATTEMPTS TO ESCAPE. AIDED BY AN ODDLY
COMPANIONABLE CAT SHE WORKS TO OVERTHROW THE BELDAM AND FREE THE SOULS OF HER PAST VICTIMS
WHILE TRYING TO PROTECT HERS AS WELL.



NOSTALGIA IS A POWERFUL EMOTION; ONE THAT ATTRACTS
AUDIENCES TO CORALINE AND AIDS IN MOLDING AN
OUTSTANDING FILM. CORALINE TAKES THE AUDIENCE BACK
TO A YOUTHFUL ERA WHEN CURIOSITY IS AT ITS PEAK.
THROUGH CORALINE'S BEHAVIOR, FASCINATION, AND
LONGING FOR ADVENTURE ARE REVEALED. AS SEEN WHEN
SHE MEETS HER ODD NEIGHBORS MR. BOBINSKY (“THE
AMAZING BOBINSKI”), MS. SPINK, AND FORCIBLE ALL OF
WHOM SEEM INTENT ON RELIEVING THEIR PAST AS
PERFORMERS ALONG WITH HER REPEATED CRAWLS
THROUGH THE SMALL DOOR SEARCHING FOR A UNIQUE
ESCAPADE. DRAWN TO THE OTHER WORLD, CORALINE
EXPERIENCES A CRAVING FOR EXCITEMENT AS WELL AS A
SOURCE OF COMPANY AS SHE CLINGS TO HER IDENTICAL
DOLL DESPITE BELIEVING SHE IS TOO OLD FOR THEM.
W CORALINE HERSELF IS NOSTALGIC AND FINDS COMFORT IN
OBJECTS OF THE PAST. SHE USES HER IMAGINATION AS A

FORM OF ESCAPISM FROM HER HARSH, DOMESTIC REALITY,
“CORALINE SETS OUT TO EXPLORE HER CURIOUS
SURROUNDINGS, INTERWEAVING THE ODD DETAILS OF
EVERYDAY REALITY WITH THE BRIGHT THREADS OF
IMAGINATION” SAYS A.0 SCOTT IN “CORNERED IN A
PARALLEL WORLD”. HER YEARNING FOR ADVENTURE AND
£ IMAGINATION FUELED BY THE MONOTONOUSNESS OF HER
LIFE, ALONG WITH HER FEELINGS OF WONDER- SUPPORTED

' BY THE SETTING OF THE “OTHER WORLD”, CAUSE
CORALINE TO BE ALLURED BY THE SETTING. CORALINE
EMBODIES WONDER AND EMULATES THE AUDIENCE IN
THEIR PERIOD OF JUVENILITY. LIKE CORALINE, THE
AUDIENCE IS BEWITCHED BY THE PECULIAR ASPECTS OF
THE OTHER WORLD AND THE FILM IN ITS ENTIRETY LEAVES
THEM YEARNING TO UNCOVER MORE.

THE OTHER WORLD, TEMPORARILY, EMBODIES A SENSE OF CHARM THAT LEAVES THE OBSERVER ENTRANCED. FROM
THE TABLE OF DELICIOUS DINNERS TO THE GARDEN THAT IS DROWNED IN COLOR AND PERSONIFIED PLANTS THAT
TOGETHER FORM AN IMAGE OF CORALINE’S FACE, IT SEEMS LIKE A UTOPIA ONE CAN'T HELP BUT FEEL FASCINATED
BY. BUT, BEHIND THE FEELINGS OF DELIGHT, LIES ENTICING HORROR, EMANATING THROUGH THE BUTTON EYES,
THE BELDAM’S TRUE FORM, THE “OTHER FATHER’S” DISFIGURED PUMPKIN SHAPE, AND THE UNEASY
FORESHADOWING OF EVENTS. THE SCARE IN CORALINE IS LIKABLE AS “ALTHOUGH DARK FANTASIES DON'T OFTEN
SHY AWAY FROM GORE AND HORROR, THEIR PRIMARY GOAL IS NOT TO FRIGHTEN THE AUDIENCE BUT RATHER TO
MAKE THEM UNCOMFORTABLE” STATES NATALIE RIOS IN THE “OTHER” ANALYSIS: STYLE AND NARRATIVE
TECHNIQUES IN SELICK'S CORALINE. CORALINE EXCELS IN THIS CONCEPT AND INCREASES THE TENSION WITH
DARK ELEMENTS WHILE MAINTAINING ITS FANTASTICAL SETTING AND ESSENCE ( A CONTRAST OF SORTS). THE
TITULAR FILM ISN'T ABSORBED IN THE GROTESQUE OR GRUESOME, BUT THE GLOOMY AND EERIE THAT ACT
SYNONYMOUS WITH CHILDHOOD NIGHTMARES, WHICH GRASPS THE AUDIENCE AND LEAVES THEM DELIGHTFULLY
PERPLEXED.

CORALINE IS ESTABLISHED WITHIN REALITY AS IT TACKLES COMMON FEELINGS BUT ALSO USES FRIGHTENING

AND PLAYFUL ELEMENTS TO CREATE AN AMUSING CONNECTION WITH THE AUDIENCE. ULTIMATELY, THEY ARE
INTEGRATED TO CONVEY AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE: BEING APPRECIATIVE OF WHAT YOU HAVE AND BEING CAREFUL
WHAT YOU WISH FOR.
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A “bien proud” (very proud) onesie and T-shirt in kids sizes and an adult .
, pronouns T-shirt were going to be removed from stores just before Pride 2\, Jii — I\-J_/
/ month began. s
- ' 3 The focus on limiting LGBTQ+ rights, and particularly transgender . Y -_Tﬁ'\.
FIF 1\ rights, from Republican-led statehouses has hit Target and other AT
| retailers hard this year, with much of the vitriol focused on anything th: it '
' discusses gender identity with children, however harmless —

v‘. # &Uﬁ“w"" *'

Last year, they landed their first Target collection during Hispanic B
Heritage Month. Now, they feel like what should have been another
major milestone could instead derail their business.

Nicole Wiegand and Nicole Krecicki, the
married couple who own Philly’'s South
Street Art Mart:“At the surface level, it
is understandable and even commendable to
want to protect vulnerable workers from
harm, but it is just that, a surface-

level solution.”

M9 Lanf
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“Happy #PrideMonth™ post.
“Reading with Pride.” Now that Pride Month

where being LGBTQ-+ will always come with some stigma.
g8 squared is fortunate enough to be able to

ould not just exist in June.
nuance that should be celebrated all year.

share queer stories
The LGBTQ+ community is full of
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sorry
i felt the tears on my chest

as i told you what happened to me
your limbs shook

your eyes found their way to mine
i expected the worst;

for you to criticize me

mold my feelings into

a cat-toy

i expected the worst;

more pills to make me sleep

so you could get me naked

more then i already was

and do things to me

you'd never think of doing

without the cover of

night

more hours of unconscious bloodshed

id learn to apologize for

like a butcher

brutalizing the hog

who's squeals for release
hidden in sorry pitiful phrases

that make you forget

yourself

for a split second

i expect the worst

but i remember who you are
i see your face

it's not his

i see your pain

the same as mine
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LEONORA M. GARCIA

Before classic tropes were deemed “"worn out” and when staple romantic comedy actors peaked,
rom-coms were filling the screens. Films such as 27 Dresses, 5@ First Dotes, and How to Lose
a Guy in 1@ Days were capturing the attention of youth and adults alike who fell in love
with the sincerity, heart-fluttering, and simple nature of the movies. But, rom-coms have
lost their spark, with many modern rom-coms failing to forge real connections with their
audiences- something was missing from the stories that appealed to people in the first

place. As Laura Bradley from The

Daily Beast puts it, "These

Have all the n movies [early rom coms]

possible romantic & understood that the core of

situations and S any great romantic is its
plots been done mood”

or have writers
and directors not
been able to
formulate a
heart-tugging
piece that leaves
people swooning

These early rom coms can be
characterized by their
visuals and classic
storytelling with often warm
color grading embedded into
each scene and the overall
vibes they elicit. Current

over the rom-coms feel as though they
relationships try too hard, overcomplicate
forming on the films and make them feel
screen? too artificial as if they

were, "Shot with about a
thousand ring lights”.



"Stale” is the first word that comes to
mind when I think of modern rom-coms. Of
course, the advancement in technology
plays a part in creating this boring
visual, but sticking to almost naturally
occurring lights and focusing on
displaying a real environment- through
aesthetically warm colors that reflect
the feeling of romance is what modern
rom-com need. Undoubtedly, one of the
main appeals of early rom-coms was the
appealing color palettes and storylines
that give us a sense of childhood
nostalgia- transporting us to a world
where romance is heightened.

These stories had substance (as much
“substance” as a romantic comedy can
have) and did not rely on modern
references to capture audiences'
attention as they do now. The audience
was able to form a connection with the
characters and weren’'t distracted by the
tiktokness of it all as seen in He's All
That starring influencer Addison Rae.

CONFESSIONS OF A SHOPOHOLIC

HOW TO LOOSE A GUY IN 10 DAYS
27 DRESSES

HES JUST NOT THAT INTO YOU
THE WEDDING DATE

SHES THE MAN

MY BEST FRIENDS WEDDING

THE PROPOSAL

LOVE ACTUALLY

CRALY; STUPID; LOVE

THE WEDDING PLANNER

FAILURE TO LAUNCH

The lighthearted and relaxed nature of the films was enjoyable to watch and undeniably filled
viewers with a sense of nostalgia - one that can't be generated from the overly stiff ambiance
of romantic comedy films today. Romantic comedy enjoyers have become fed up with the constant
references to social media and forced comments alluding to Gen Z culture in these films as
well as the awkwardness between the main couples. Hollywood seems to prioritize the fame of
their main actors as opposed to their chemistry together - casting two successful people to
star alongside each other even when their interactions feel overly synthetic.

Sadly, the main reason for the decline is production. As the era of rom-coms was at its peak,

live-action blockbusters were equally as popular,

and with the rise in fandoms of franchises

such as Marvel, the audience for romance dwindles. Ultimately, as more films falling under the
rom-com genre are finding their footing in media such as Netflix's A Perfect Pairing one can't

help but dislike it.
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FEAR SURVEY

Fana Misa

'm scared of running out of time-my parents
and grundpurents are getting older, and
there’s so many things we haven't done
together yet. t's my biggest fear that I'll
never have the chance to make those
memories with them.

Julietta Brito

COCKROACHES!!!! when | was a kid one of them flew straight af
me and got caught in my hair. | cry every fime | see one now

™
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Dylan Sardy “%
My worst fear would probuhl¥ beavein NS

popping, | have a really bad fear of veins
and blood.

Anon

My cat dying. | know she will one dun,
but i'm not ready yet. | can’t even take that thought.

Kit
Just losing anyone I'm close to suddenly, especial

|
something unnatural, death is never deserved reule but

the fteeling of them being ripped away like that hurts the
most.
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